


Do you know?
• On average, what is the percentage of women in national 

parliaments around the world?

• Can you guess 10 countries with the highest percentage of 
women in the national legislature? (IPU-Parline as of 
January 2017)

• How many countries around the world have implemented 
gender quotas? 

http://www.ipu.org/wmn-e/classif.htm
http://www.ipu.org/wmn-e/classif.htm
http://www.ipu.org/wmn-e/classif.htm


As of January 1, 2017 - world average 23.3%

Country Election # seats # w %w Quotas Electoral System

Rwanda 2013 80 51 63.8 yes Proportional 
Representation

Bolivia 2014 130 69 53.1 yes Mixed
Cuba 2013 612 299 48.9 no Single member district
Iceland 2016 63 30 47.6 yes PR
Nicaragua 2016 92 42 45.7 yes PR
Sweden 2014 349 152 43.6 yes PR
Senegal 2012 150 64 42.7 yes Mixed
Mexico 2015 498 211 42.4 yes Mixed
South Africa 2014 400 168 42.0 yes PR
Ecuador 2013 137 57 41.6 yes PR
Finland 2015 200 83 41.5 no PR

Source: http://www.ipu.org/wmn-e/arc/classif010915.htm, http://www.quotaproject.org/country.cfm?SortOrder=Percentage 

Countries with gender quotas: 128 out of 196 (65%) 

http://www.ipu.org/wmn-e/arc/classif010915.htm


Graph source: Congressional Research Service  https://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R43244.pdf)

85

20



Source: Sarah Bryner and Doug Weber. 2013. Sex, Money & Politics
 https://www.opensecrets.org/news/reports/gender.php#cands

https://www.opensecrets.org/news/reports/gender.php#cands


STATUS OF WOMEN IN POLITICS

•How many women are in the Supreme Court?

•First ladies – subject to particular gender expectations
• a traditional helpmate role – supporting their 

husband, staying in the background, women’s realm 
(children, health, and education) 

http://www.cawp.rutgers.edu/facts/levels_of_office/us_supreme_court


Source: Smithsonian National Museum of American History



Source: Smithsonian National Museum of American History



Source: 
http://fivethirtyeight.com/features/hillary-clinton-would-be-first-madam-president/

http://fivethirtyeight.com/features/hillary-clinton-would-be-first-madam-president/


AT THE STATE LEVEL



Source: Center for American Women and Politics
http://www.cawp.rutgers.edu/state_fact_sheets/wi



Source:: 
http://www.cawp.rutgers.edu/sites/default/files/resources/closer_look_stleg_1.17.17_final.pdf







Source: 
http://www.cawp.rutgers.edu/sites/default/files/resources/closer_look_see0_1.10.17_final_0.pdf



Women Presidents and Prime Ministers 
(1960- April 2016)
(112 total, 73 countries (8% of all national leaders)

Source: Lee and Jalalzai 
(forthcoming)



Source: https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2016/01/13/
britains-parliament-might-be-the-most-lgbt-in-the-world/?utm_term=.dda5df
31b2fd

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2016/01/13/


https://lgbt-polis.house.gov/about


WHAT EXPLAINS THE GENDER DISPARITIES IN 
POLITICS?
1. Economic growth and human development

• NO – Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, the “Asian Tigers” 

2. Institutional barriers
• Electoral system (district size and voting system), gender quotas

3. Cultural barriers
• where a culture of gender equality dominates, it provides a climate 

where de jure legal rights are more likely to be translated into de facto 
rights in practice

Source: Norris and Inglehart. 2003. Rising Tide



WOULD YOU RUN FOR POLITICAL OFFICE?

•Why or why not? 
•What kind of obstacles do you expect to 
encounter?

•Why do you think having women in the 
leadership position is important (or not 
important)?



FIRST: WOMEN - SOCIALIZATION
“Are Women More Honest than Men in Elections?” 
(MSNBC) -- the leadership ambition gap

• “violating unwritten rules”

• the myth of “doing it all” (juggling personal and career 
life)

• personal choice?

http://www.msnbc.com/msnbc/watch/are-women-election-averse-370128451709
http://www.ted.com/talks/sheryl_sandberg_why_we_have_too_few_women_leaders?language=en#t-345366


Source: Susan Carroll and Kira Sanbonmatsu. 2013. More Women Can Run. New York: Oxford University 
Press 



IT STILL TAKES A CANDIDATE…

• Women need to be recruited
• Parties matter
• Women’s organizations are important but not the 

most important sources or encouragement
• Marital and parental status
• Fundraising 

Source: Susan Carroll and Kira Sanbonmatsu. 2013. More Women Can Run. New York: Oxford University Press 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XjJQBjWYDTs


SECOND: VOTERS?



Source: http://www.worldvaluessurvey.org/WVSOnline.jsp

28                79                 27                11                 19



Source: http://www.worldvaluessurvey.org/WVSOnline.jsp

29                                   22                           24                             19
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1965-1984

1946-1964

1981-1997







SNC Post-Election Survey 





SNC Post-Election 
Survey 



THIRD: MEDIA’S COVERAGE

http://www.nbc.com/saturday-night-live/video/sarah-palin-and-hillary-clinton-address-the-nation/n12287


FOURTH: CAMPAIGN FINANCE

• EMILY’s List (Early Money Is Like Yeast) – circa 1985
• It is expensive to run for office!
• Men contribute more frequently and in larger sums 

of money both to the church and to political causes 
and candidates



WOMEN AS RECIPIENTS



WOMEN AS DONORS

Source: 
https://www.opensecrets.org/pres12/donordemCID_compare.php?cycle=2012



Source: 
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/10/15/upshot/the-gender-gap-in-political-giving.html?_r=0



Source: Sarah Bryner and Doug Weber. 2013. Sex, Money & Politics
 https://www.opensecrets.org/news/reports/gender.php#cands

https://www.opensecrets.org/news/reports/gender.php#cands


Source: Sarah Bryner and Doug Weber. 2013. Sex, Money & 
Politics
 https://www.opensecrets.org/news/reports/gender.php#cands

https://www.opensecrets.org/news/reports/gender.php#cands


Source: Sarah Bryner and Doug Weber. 2013. Sex, Money & Politics
 https://www.opensecrets.org/news/reports/gender.php#cands

https://www.opensecrets.org/news/reports/gender.php#cands


FIFTH: POLITICAL PARTIES (GATEKEEPERS)

•Fox and Lawless, Citizen Political 
Ambition Study



DO WOMEN MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE?



WHAT DOES REPRESENTATION MEAN?

•Should a representative be a member of 
the group one represents? Are “women’s 
rights” (whatever that means) best 
represented by women? Race issues? 
LGBTQ issues? Age? Ability? Class?



DESCRIPTIVE RESENTATIVES

• “individuals who in their own backgrounds mirror some of 
the more frequent experiences and outward 
manifestations of belonging to the group” (Mansbridge 
1999, 628)

• “visible characteristics” + [assumed] “shared experiences” 
(Mansbridge 1999, 629)

• Does not guarantee acting for the represented



SUBSTANTIVE REPRESENTATION

Pay attention to what a representative does for 
the represented - policy responsiveness; enact 
laws and implement policies that are responsive 
to the needs or demands of citizens



• Empirical studies show many female legislators do feel an 
obligation to represent women constituents and prioritize 
women-friendly agendas 

• Bill initiation and passage related to women, families, and 
children, roll-call votes records on women’s issues bills, and 
spending in areas related to women

• Even after controlling for party affiliation and voter’s support 
for women-related issues (104th - 107th Congress, ‘95-’03)



Why?
• Some women do feel obligation
• Gender stereotypes -- voters assume women can better 

handle “feminine” issues (social security, welfare, 
education, etc)

• Partisan difference -- the “mommy party” and the “daddy 
party”

• However, status in the assembly affects legislators’ success



• Leadership style - more collaborative to top-down, combination of 
two 

• Cabinet appointment pattern - mixed

Lagos (24%) - Bachelet (50%) - Pinera (26%) - Bachelet (38%) 

Kirchner (13%) - Fernandez (22%) 

Arias (44%) - Chinchilla (29%) - Solis (40%) 

WOMEN EXECUTIVES SHOW MIXED PERFORMANCE



To summarize

The status of women in politics 

Explanation on the numerical underrepresentation of 
women

What do women leaders deliver?



Thank you!

Young-Im Lee (young-im.lee@snc.edu)







Romney - 52% College educated WW
Obama - 46% 






